Tampa Writers Alliance Programs - 2012

January 2012

Wednesday, January 4, 2011 at 7:00 pm

Location: Barnes and Noble Bookstore in Carrollwood 

Speaker: Johnny Montgomery

Topic: The Circular Nature of Stories 

TWA member, Johnny Montgomery, will explain the Monomyth Cycle, a basic pattern found in many narratives from around the world. The Monomyth Cycle was described by Joseph Campbell in The Hero With a Thousand Faces.

In the meeting we will discuss the fundamental structures and stages of the Monomyth Cycle in terms of plotting a story. Conceptually, story plots are circular in fashion. We will cover the circular nature of stories and the 11 points of transition along the plot line of a story. When using the Monomyth Cycle to create your plot you are able to tap into the basic needs of your audience to fulfill their requirements for satisfaction in a story.

During the seminar we will accomplish the following:

· Plot a story from start to finish 

· Discuss transition points in relation to the Monomyth Cycle 

· Analyze any plots for thoroughness as time permits

Guests are welcome!

* * *

TWA Officer Elections

The current term of the TWA Executive Committee is about to end. None of our current officers are running for office in this next term. We are still in need of candidates to take over leading our group on February 1st. The five offices are:

· President 

· Vice President 

· Secretary 

· Treasurer 

· Member at Large

It doesn’t matter if you are a new or old member, a published author, a new writer, or just someone with an interest in the literary arts. All you need is a desire and willingness to help our group succeed. For more information, click here.

February 2012

Wednesday, February 1, 2011 at 7:00 pm

Location: Barnes and Noble Bookstore in Carrollwood 

Speaker: Ann Turner Cook

Topic: One Opinion for Self-Publishing 
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Ann Turner Cook, a former head of HillsboroPRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="ugh High School’s English Department and a distinguished past president of TWA, will speak on “One Option for Self-Publishing,” highlighting pros and cons new authors face in deciding among various self-publishing approaches.

Since retirement, Ann has published a well-received series of murder mystery novels featuring small-town journalist-sleuth Brandy O’Bannon, with settings in Homosassa, Cedar Key and other historic Florida locations.

Forecasting the practical counsel her presentation will emphasize, Ann says, “I strongly recommend paying a professional editor and getting the backing of an agent. Even if you don’t succeed in selling a work, this will assure it is of publishing quality. I found going with an established print-on-demand publisher works well in that you receive a professional-looking volume and don’t wind up with a garage of unsold books. I also recommend having a professional editor you can confer with in person. Prospective novelists must realize writing means a lot of re-writing, and should be willing to take suggestions for revision from their editor.”


Many Tampans recall Ann’s somewhat “secret” identity as the iconic Gerber baby. When she was a few months old, an artist friend of her syndicated comic-strip artist father asked to use Ann as a model for sketching the Gerber symbol that is familiar worldwide. Ann says she followed suit somewhat by taking cues from her own three daughters for creating the heroine of her mystery novel series.

Guests are welcome!

TWA Special Meeting - Friday, Jan 20th!

Please visit the News & Events page for details on an important, special meeting to be held on Friday, January 20th to elect our 2012 officers.

March 2012

Wednesday, March 7, 2011 at 7:00 pm

Location: Barnes and Noble Bookstore in Carrollwood 

Speaker: Shelby Isaacson
Topic: The Myths and Realities of Book Marketing: What All Authors Should Know
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Come sift through the “should dos,” “must dos,”  “how in the world do I dos,” and discover how to play to your strengths to get your books out to the masses.

About Our Speaker

Shelby Isaacson is the owner and operator of NuChapter Marketing, a local grass-root book promotion company.

After spending time as the marketing director of an independent publisher, Isaacson decided her passion wasn’t in pushing a company, but aiding authors in accomplishing their goals of sharing their stories. She specializes in creating a custom approach for each book that plays to an author’s strengths, and innovative marketing ideas that are high impact and low cost.

April 2012

Wednesday, April 4, 2011 at 7:00 pm

Location: Barnes and Noble Bookstore in Carrollwood 

Speaker: Fran Orenstein
Topic: Creating Living Characters

An Introduction to Character Development

The characters in books are not one-dimensional silhouettes; they are three dimensional living beings. That’s what makes a book appealing to the reader. There are just so many ways to present a plot, whatever the genre, so often it is the characters that drive the story.

Dr. Fran Orenstein will help you develop multi-dimensional characters that jump out of the page at the reader; characters the reader can identify with and believe in. In this introductory workshop, Fran will show you how to diagram a character and create a living, breathing being.  Using her latest book, Gaia’s Gift, Fran will read passages that illustrate how Rachel and Abigail came alive.

About the Author
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Fran Orenstein, Ed.D., award-winning author and poet, wrote her first poem at age eight and submitted a short story to a magazine at age twelve.  Her published credits include, Gaia’s Gift, a contemporary woman’s novel, three ‘tween novels, a young adult fantasy adventure, and two young adult historical romance novels. 

Her prize-winning short stories and poetry have appeared in various anthologies.  A book of poetry for adults is currently in the works for publication in 2012.  She also plans to republish a book of poetry for children with additional poems.  All books are available in ebook and paperback format. 

Fran has been a teacher, a counselor, written professionally as a magazine editor/writer, and also wrote political speeches, newsletters, legislation, and promotional material while working for NJ State Government for 22 years.  She wrote professional papers on gender equity and violence prevention, which she presented at national and international conferences.  Fran managed programs for women in gender equity, early education, and disabilities, as well as serving as Special Projects and Disabilities Officer for the AmeriCorps Commission in New Jersey. 

Fran has a B.A. in Early Childhood Education, an MEd in Counseling Psychology, and an Ed.D. in Child and Youth Studies.  Visit Fran’s World at www.franorenstein.weebly.com.

May 2012

Wednesday, May 2, 2011 at 7:00 pm

Location: Barnes and Noble Bookstore in Carrollwood 

Speaker: Beverly Browning
Topic: Shimmer:  Polishing and Editing Your Work
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Telling a story is one thing.  It’s another matter to write it, when the written words have to stand alone without the benefit of your gesture, facial expression, tone of voice, volume, eye contact, and feedback. Knowing how to craft a sentence to manipulate response and amplify meaning is a technical amalgamation of art and science.  Once mastered, it’s the difference between a good piece and a great one.  The technique’s name, “Shimmer,” refers to the transparent layers that create subtle dimension in written work.  This class will have some hands-on exercises for some of the most amazing polishing and editing you’ve ever done, so bring a notebook and pen. 

The Presenter

Beverly G. Browning wants to tell you she’s a well-known ghostwriter, but in point of fact, a “well known ghostwriter” is an oxymoron.  Just trust us.  Those who need to know, know her well.  She’s been writing and editing professionally for more than twenty years with more than 100 books notched in her belt. In addition to ghosting and editing, she also has a freelance practice with clients that range from the United States Olympic Committee to Hebraic scholars.  She and her authors have titles with Random House, Rodale, Crown, Tall Oaks Press, Bridge-Logos Publishers, and Zondervan, among other publishers of books and journals.  Although Bev doesn’t yet have a Pulitzer Prize on her mantel, she is one of the only authors in the world to have successfully negotiated a pony into a contract in lieu of full fee.

Special Note

If we have a good turnout on May 2nd, Beverly will come back later to do a workshop on “Writing Humor (Especially When the Topic isn’t Funny)”.
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