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TWA membership entrusts the guiding and governing of their organization to a handful of volunteers who 

agree to serve a two year term as elected officers. Unfortunately, for one good reason or another, not all who accept 
the challenge are able to run the course and an opening on the ExCom is created. Such is the situation with the 
Secretary’s office. And sometimes, as in the case of the newly defined position of Activities Coordinator, your 
officers create a new appointed position. Of the hundred or so current TWA members, you might think there are two 
people enthusiastic enough about contributing the success of their writer’s society who would step forward and say, 
“Hey, how can I help?”   It is a challenge… and an opportunity to make your voice heard in the future guidance and 
success of our nearly twenty year old group. Still, neither of the two people I’m writing about has yet to step up to pen 
and raised their hand. Sure, we’ re all busy people with more on our plates than we’d like. Please ask yourself, what 
would it mean to you if you choose to get more involved in a TWA leadership role? How much of a sacrifice of time 
and energy would you need to commit to? And what difference can you make? There are those who lead and those 
who follow. Those who lead have a view of what’s ahead. Those who follow have a view of… well, you get the 
picture. Most of us are content to say, "Gee, I’m too busy, let somebody else do that". Perhaps you are the ‘somebody 
else’  everyone else is referring to. Fact of the matter is, there is a need for two more doers on your TWA ExCom. I’m 
hoping I can tell you their names in this column next month. Want to see your name in print? 
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MARC YACHT©s article, "Health Care Languishes Under Liability Fears, Fees"  was published September 20, 2004, in the St. Petersburg 
Times.�
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