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The TAMPA WRITERS ALLIANCE is an organization of adult writers—amateur and professional, beginning and advanced—who share a keen
interest in improving skills and resources. Its members, who number about 100, create works of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry; as well as stage and
screenplays. In addition to its monthly general meeting, the TWA conducts workshops in specific aspects of writing, provides free assistance to
scholastic and literary groups, sponsors an annual writing contest open to all writers, and publishes a yearly anthology.

AN INSIDER'S LOOK AT POLICE WORK
presented by

DETECTIVE CHUCH MASSUCCI

Our next General Meeting will be held at 7:00pm on Wednesday,
SEPTEMBER 1°', in the auditorium of the John Germany Library, 900 Ashley
Street, downtown Tampa.

Talks by crime specialists have been among the Tampa Writers Alliance’s
most successful programs in recent years, popular with both mystery writers and
writers in other genres. Massucci’s wife, Julie, also a Tampa police detective, has
previously addressed the group.

Massucci has been a member of the Tampa Police Department for 15 years
and a detective for nearly six years and has had major experience with the Narcotics
Bureau. He worked with the QUAD Squad for six years and with the Federal
Narcotics Task Force for four years. Operating undercover during this 10-year
period, he worked on several cases that involved wire taps, national distribution
groups, and international suppliers. Since June of 2003, he has been assigned to
the Homicide Bureau where, as he puts it, “I| have gained extensive experience in
the investigation of death!”

Massucci holds a bachelor’s degree in communications and a master’s degree
in history from the University of South Florida.

SEPTEMBER 2004 Renewals
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Members may bring their $25 annual dues to the next General Meeting, or mail it to:
Frank Caceres, Treasurer—34731 Double Eagle Court Zephyrhills FL 33541.
Members receiving WCvia the US mail, your renewal date is on your label.

Books for young children are usually short. Young children themselves are usually short. This leads to an
assumption that children have small brains and that writing for them is easy. The reverse it true. Young
children have large, active brains, and writing for them is enormously difficult. It is even more difficult than
writing for adults since only the best is good enough for children—the best words in the best places, and the
best characters in the best stories.

Mem Fox, Australian children's writer,
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... THE RIGHT WORD..." —JIM CHAPLIN

Look: a ‘help wanted’ ad, right where the President’s Monthly Message should be. What gives? Hey, wait a minute, look
at this, hey, this could be me! Wow...!

“Two Type A personalities needed. Like to get things done? Want to be part of a dynamic team where your opinions and

energies are appreciated? Want to really make a difference? Want to step up to the plate and hit a home run? There are two
vacancies on the TWA Executive Committee (ExCom) screaming to be filled by determined intelligent organized doers willing to
assume roles of leadership with commitment. The first is to fill the newly-created position of TWA Activities Coordinator. See Job
Description elsewhere in this issue of Write Connections. This is an appointed position. You will be a full member of the ExCom.
Your primary responsibility will be to develop, coordinate and manage TWA ExCom approved projects and events. You will have
plenty of help doing this. Why not look into it?
The second opening is to assume the balance of the current term of the TWA Secretary that will end in March, 2006. We regret
losing the valuable assistance of current Secretary Martha McIntosh who, due to health issues, felt she must resign. Primary
responsibility here is taking minutes of the ExCom meetings and the general meetings where any official TWA business is
discussed or acted upon as well as keeping the organizations records in order. Candidate for this position will be appointed by the
President and approved by the ExCom and must be able and willing to attend the monthly first-Wednesday general meetings and
the monthly ExCom meetings, usually held at 1pm on a mid-month Sunday convenient to the ExCom members.

Except for the fact that to hold one of these positions, you must be a paid-up member, it does not matter how long you
have been in the TWA. What matters is commitment and desire to be part of making things happen, contributing brain power and
having fun. You can learn on-the-job, either one, while doing it. Sure, it takes time and commitment, two precious commodities
we’re all hesitant to spend. But if you want to know more about either of these opportunities, if you want to find out if maybe this is
something that you could get into, call Jim at 835-4255 or 598-1471, or email jpcflorida@hotmail.com for a no-obligation chat.

You can simply enjoy the ride, or, you can experience the thrill of steering the boat. It’s up to you!

I POETRY WORKSHOP I
The meetings are held at Barnes & Noble's south in the Café, near Kennedy at 7pm on the LAST
I THURSDAY of the month. The SEPTEMBER meeting will be 9/23/04. Contact Workshop Coordinator Lark '
! Underwood at the1lark@hotmail.com or go to www.tampawriters.org for more information.

s EEESS - - IS I I IS I I IS I I IS I I IS I B DI B B DS BN BN DD BN I DEaaS B B s = e |
THE GATHERING
The GATHERING is the TWA's monthly social event where members and other friends get together to enjoy good food along with
good conversation. Our next one will be at SANDRA KISCHUK's. 7pm. TUESDAY 9/21/04. Bring an appetizer or dessert.

MEMBERS IN MEDIA
ANGIE JONES received an honorable mention in July's St. Petersburg Times "Times Remembered" column with her
personal essay "Reunions and Independence."

KAL ROSENBERG's first ever play, Lost in Cyber-Space has won the Senior Playwriting Competition, and will be
performed, with State and City funding, November 6-8 at The Hippodrome Florida State Theater.

If you live in Hillsborough County, tune into Channel 18 on Sunday, Sept. 11 at 9 a.m. for a viewing of GRANNY
GOES WILD, a script by TWA member MIRTIAM GOODSPEED which was made into a short film. Granny Goes
Wild, a Take One Project production, is among the preliminary winners in The Education Channel's 2004
Independents Film Festival. Both the 15 minute short video and the accompanying documentary were chosen for
inclusion by the 11th annual film festival and were among eight entries submitted by residents from the Tampa Bay
area. It was directed by Chris Conklin from Goodspeed's original script and starred Nanette Fenton as Granny,
Dorothea Bauer as Emily and Jack Amos as Wilbur Finley. Jim Quinlan edited the accompanying documentary. Final
winners in all categories will be announced at the awards gala Sept. 18 at the historic Tampa Theatre.
Information for this feature needs to be sent to the editor by the 20" of each month.

TWA Critique Group for Children's Writers
Paul May is starting a critique group for TWA members who write for children and young adults. All
formats are welcome (picture book manuscripts, short stories for children, middle-grade and young
adult novels, poetry, scripts, etc.) The group will meet in Brandon on the first and third Mondays of
the month. For more information, contact Paul May at paulmay@tampabay.rr.com

We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a
habit.



Aristotle
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The TWA Activities Coordinator (AC) shall be a member of the TWA Executive Committee (ExCom) and shall have
voiting rights. The responsibilities of the AC shall include, but are not limited to developing, coordinating, and managing ExCom
approved TWA activities under the direction of the TWA president. The scope of the AC's responsibility for any given activity or
event will be determined by the ExCom or TWA president at the outset of each project. These may include such activities as site
selection, recruiting and coordinating required personnel, obtaining any materiel, coordinating publicity with the TWA Publicity
Coordinator, serving as liaison with people or organizations connected to the event or activity, and performing any other fuctions
deemed essential to the project. The TWA Activity Coordinator shall be appointed by the TWA president for a term to run
concurrently with the current ExCom's.

HELPFUL SITES FOR WRITERS

ARTS JOURNAL: DAILY ARTS NEWS - http://artsjournal.com

DOMESTIC GODDESSES - http://www.womenwriters.net/domesticgoddess/
DONE DEAL - http://www.scriptsales.com/

FICTION ADDICTION - http://www.fictionaddiction.net

FREELANCE WRITING - http://www.freelancewriting.com/

FUNDS FOR WRITERS - http://www.fundsforwriters.com/

HOPEFUL WRITER - http://www.hopefulwriter.co.uk/

MEDIEVAL RESEARCH SITES - http://members.efn.org/~acd/medievalpage.html
NEIL GAIMAN - http://www.neilgaiman.com/journal/journal.asp

ONLINE MAGNETIC POETRY - http://www.magneticpoetry.com/magnet/

RED INKWORKS - http://www.redinkworks.com/writers resources.htm
ROBERTA ALLEN - http://www.prairieden.com/roberta.allen/index.html
ROMANCE CENTRAL - http://romance-central.com

SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY WRITERS OF AMERICA - http://www.sfwa.org/writing/
SHAKESPEARE GLOSSARY - http://eserver.org/langs/shakespeare-glossary.txt
SURREALIST WRITERS - http://www.creative.net/~alang/lit/surreal/writers.sht
THE BURRY MAN WRITERS CENTER - http://www.burryman.com/

THE ECLECTIC WRITER - http://www.eclectics.com/writing/writing.html

WILL WRITE 4 FOOD - http://www.willwrite4food.com/

WORLDWIDE FREELANCE WRITER - http://www.worldwidefreelance.com/
WRITE FROM HOME - http://www.writefromhome.com/

WRITER GAZETTE - http://www.writergazette.com/

Novel Pods

As of August 16, 2004, TWA has five novel pods meeting regularly. For more information, or if you are
interested in starting a novel pod in your area, contact Paul May at paul@paulrmay.com

Location Facilitator Status

Brandon Joe Santoro Open

Brandon Al Lucas Open

Carrollwood Wendi Christner Closed to new members
Carrollwood Lark Underwood Closed to new members
Citrus Hills Lou Kiefer Open

NEW MARKET FOR TAMPA AREA WRITERS
If you would like to participate in the premiere launch of Brandon Quarterly, the magazine's editors
are looking for a few talented and interesting writers for freelance work—which, in the future, may lead to
full-time possibilities and opportunities.
Call Scott Futch today at 813-630-2700 or 813-763-5026 for more information about what writing
assignments are available and to find out what Brandon Quarterly is all about.

Do you need a word to describe a measurement? Any measurement? Want to know just
how far those marathon runners run, how much beer is in a schooner or how many bees
make up a bee space? Then you need the Dictionary of Units of Measurement:



http://www.unc.edu/~rowlett/units/index.html
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TWA Directory

TITLE NAME PHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS
President Jim Chaplin 813-835-4255 jpcflorida@hotmail.com
Vice President Sandra Kischuk 813-935-7760 sjkischuk@juno.com
Secretary YOU?

Treasurer Frank Caceres 813-783-3385 twa-treasurer@novel-guy.com
Member-at-Large Cathie Astl 813-994-5455 cathieastl@hotmail.com
Critique Warner Conarton 352-588-3228 warnerc@quixnet.net
Editor Lark Underwood 813-908-3095 the1lark@hotmail.com
Publicity Lucy Parker 813-996-1130 Ivparker@cytex.com
Activities Coordinator YOU?

TWA WEBSITE WWW.TAMPAWRITERS.ORG

PINAWOR (Pinellas Authors and Writers Organization)
This writers' group meets each Saturday, 9:30 am to noon, at the Highlands Recreation Center Complex, 400 N.
Highlands Avenue, Largo. Contact Elenora Rose Sabin, 727-345-3376 or elanora36@yahoo.com

GENERAL FYI

TWA meets each calendar month on the 1% Wednesday at the main Tampa library. The only exceptions are those first Wednesdays
coinciding with a holiday, in which case the membership is notified in the newsletter of the alternative date/day several months in
advance.

The January meeting is a "writing workshop" & the February meeting is a staged reading of the winners of the Script category from
the previous year's writing contest. February is also the month —every 2 years—TWA elects its new ExCom.

The writing contest Awards Banquet is held in January to avoid the holiday crush & allow us better venues and prices. It is usually
scheduled for the latter part of the month.

To receive your free membership copy of THE WORDSMITH, our annual anthology, you must have been a member in good
standing (paid up!) by the 31% of December of the previous year (i.e to get the 2004 WORDSMITH, you must have joined by 12/31/03)
and you must have "actively selected" to receive one. Contact Lark Underwood and "actively select”" your copy. We only print a few
archival copies beyond what we need for members, so if you do not let us know you want one, when it comes time, you'll have to either
regret your lack of attention/effort or pay for a copy—if any are left.

Lifelong Writers, the membership arm of the Florida Center for Writers, meets 7pm to 9pm the 3™
Wednesday of the month at the MMH building at USF. Open to all writers and aspiring writers.
Contact Martha Lakis, at 813-974-8021 or mglakis@admin.usf.edu for more info.

PASAWOR (Pasco Authors and Writers Organization)
This group meets the 1% & 3™ Mondays, 12:30 to 3:00 pm, at the Pasco Art Council-5744 Moog Rd in Holiday, FL.
Contact Barbara Harrington at bshadowbooks@ij.net or call 727-572-6345.

Tampa Writers Alliance
Write Connections

c/o Lark Underwood, Editor
10028 Strafford Oak Ct. #706
Tampa FL 33624




