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LISA MISCIONE REVEALS THE SECRETS OF  
"COMPELLING & CREEPY"  WRITING 

 

Our next General Meeting will be held at 7:00pm on Wednesday, JANUARY 5th , in the 
auditorium of the John Germany Library, 900 Ashley Street, downtown Tampa.  

Tampa Bay author Lisa Miscione, whose mystery novels, Angel Fire (2002), The Darkness Gathers 
(2004), and Twice (2004), have ranked her as a rising star among American mystery writers, will discuss 
her writing.  

A former New Yorker who left a career in publicity to pursue her dream of becoming a full time 
writer, Miscione has achieved both critical and popular success with her thrillers featuring true crime writer 
Lydia Strong. Her debut novel, Angel Fire, was hailed as "gripping and terrifying" by Publishers Weekly and 
as "a real winner" in a starred review by Library Journal. Of The Darkness Gathers, Booklist reported, "The 
second in Miscione's series is a winner…. An exciting story enriched by a glamorous writer-heroine who 
carries a Glock and knows how to use it." When Twice, the latest entry in her series, was released last 
year, January Magazine called it "a compelling and creepy suspense novel." 

An accomplished public speaker at festivals, workshops, and conferences, Miscione has appeared 
on NBC, World Talk Radio, and at the St. Petersburg Times Festival of Reading. Born in Hartford, 
Connecticut, she grew up in Holland, England, and New Jersey and is a graduate of the New School for 
Social Research. She is a member of The Authors Guild, Mystery Writers of America, and Sisters In 
Crime (female mystery authors). Miscione and her husband live in Tampa Bay. 
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KAL ROSENBERG heard from the Tallahassee Writers Association that his story won first prize, and will appear in the 2005 
Seven Hills Review. Also, the three-day run of his play, LOST IN CYBER SPACE, was sold out for each performance at the 
Hippodrome Theater in Gainesville; last, but not least, he accepted an adjunct faculty position in the English Department of Santa 
Fe Community College which will start in March. Kal guesses he should have started all this writing stuff thirty years earlier…. 
JAMES MACEACHERN recently won an Artist Enhancement Grant from the state of Florida to attend a Robert McKee "Story" 
workshop in Los Angeles.  
CHARRIE HAZARD MOSCARDINI 's piece KNOWING THE DIFFERENCE published in the Fall '04 edition of Snowy Egret. 
ANGIE JONES's book of poetry, BROKEN KISSES has been published. 
�
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POETRY WORKSHOP 
The meetings are held at Barnes & Noble's south in the Café, near Kennedy at 7pm in the café on the LAST 
THURSDAY of the month. The JANUARY meeting will be 1/27/05. Contact Workshop Coordinator Lark 
Underwood at the1lark@hotmail.com or go to www.tampawr iters.org for more information. 
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30 CONTRIBUTIVE REGULATIONS OF COMPOSING PRETTY DARNED GOOD STUFF! 
 
 1. Verbs has to agree with their subjects. 
 2. Prepositions are not words to end sentences with. 
 3. And don't start a sentence with a conjunction. 
 4. It is wrong to ever split an infinitive. 
 5. Avoid clichés like the plague. (They're old hat). 
 6. Always avoid annoying alliteration. 
 7. Be more or less specific. 
 8. Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are (usually) unnecessary. 
 9. Also, too, never, ever use repetitive redundancies. 
10. No sentence fragments. No comma splices, run-ons are bad too. 
11. Go around the barn at high noon to avoid colloquialisms.. 
12. Foreign words and phrases are passé and not apropos. 
13. Do not be redundant or repeat yourself; do not use more words than necessary; it's highly superfluous. 
14. One should never, ever generalize. 
15. Comparisons are as bad as clichés. 
16. Don't use no double negatives. 
17. Eschew ampersands & abbreviations, etc. 
18. One-word sentences? Eliminate. 
19. Analogies in writing are like feathers on a snake. 
20. Puns are for children, not groan readers. 
21. Eliminate commas, that are, not necessary. Parenthetical words however should be enclosed in commas. 
22. Never use a big word when a diminutive one will suffice. 
23. Kill all exclamation points!!!  Now!!!! 
24. Use words correctly, irregardless of how others use them. 
25. Even if a mixed metaphor sings, it should be derailed. 
26. Use the apostrophe in it's proper place and omit it when its not needed. 
27. Who needs rhetorical questions? 
28. If you've heard it once, you've heard it a thousand times: resist hyperbole; not one writer in a million uses it well. 
29. Exaggeration is a million times worse than understatement. 
30. Proofread carefully to see if you any words out. 
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